


 
        
        
        
        
        

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

      
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.  1024-4018 
(Rev. 10-90) 
U. S. Department of the Interior Graffiti House 
National Park Service Culpeper County, Virginia 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

_x_ private 
___ public-local 
___ public-State 
___ public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
_x_ building(s) 
___ district 
___ site 
___ structure 
___ object 

Number of Resources within Property

 Contributing Noncontributing 

__1__ __2__ buildings 

__0__ __0__ sites 

__0__ __0__ structures 

__0__ __0__ objects 

__1__ __2__ Total 


Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _ 0__ 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

The Civil War in Virginia, 1861–1865: Historical and Archaeological Resources_______ 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 


Cat: __Domestic_________________ Sub: __Single Dwelling________ 

____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: __Recreation and Culture__ Sub: __Museum__________________ 

____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 
____________________________ ____________________________ 



  
 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.  1024-4018 
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7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

__Mid-19th Century/Greek Revival_________ 
_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 


Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation Stone__________________________ 
roof _____ Metal__________________________ 
walls ____ Wood__________________________ 

____________________________________ 
other ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

_X_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

____ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
____ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

_X__ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.   

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

____ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

____ B removed from its original location. 

____ C a birthplace or a grave. 

____ D a cemetery. 

____ E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

____ F a commemorative property. 

____ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.   



 

 
  

 

________ 
________ 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
_Military_____________________ 

Period of Significance _ 1862-1864___________ 
__________________________ 

Significant Dates _1862-1864 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
___N/A____________________________ 

Cultural Affiliation ___N/A__________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 

Architect/Builder  ____N/A___________________________ 
___________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
___ previously listed in the National Register 
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
___ designated a National Historic Landmark 
___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey  # __________ 
___ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office 
___ Other State agency 
___ Federal agency 
___ Local government 
___ University 
___ Other 
Name of repository: ___________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property __0.470 acres____ 


UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 18 247909E 4265527N  2 __ ______ _______ 
3 __ ______ ________ 4 __ ______ _______ 

___ See continuation sheet. 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title:        Ashley Neville and John S. Salmon                                                                                       

Organization: _Ashley Neville, LLC__________________________________ date_June 2005__ 

street & number: _11311 Cedar Lane________________ telephone_804-798-2124___ 

city or town__Glen Allen_____________________________ state_VA_ zip code _23059____ 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
     A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

     A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  


Photographs
 Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name _Brandy Station Foundation_________________________________________ 


street & number_P. O. Box 165_____________________ telephone__540-547-4106___ 

city or town__Brandy Station_____________________ state_VA__ zip code __22714___ 

================================================================================== 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No.  1024-0018 
(8-86) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Graffiti House 
Continuation Sheet Culpeper County, Virginia 

Section 7 Page 1 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Graffiti House stands on a small lot facing the Orange and Alexandria Railroad in the 
village of Brandy Station. The surrounding countryside consists of open rolling hills to the north 
and west with the Blue Ridge Mountains in the distance.  James Barbour, who had the Graffiti 
House built, lived at Fleetwood (now called Beauregard), which stands on a hill to the north 
overlooking this house and the village of Brandy Station. The original section of this two-story 
frame building was a side-passage plan house onto which a one-story section was appended. The 
striking feature of the addition is the tall parapet on the facade that creates the impression of a 
false-front building. No porch survives on the facade although it would have had one. The 
interior features the original side passage with stairs largely intact; however other changes create 
the house seen today. The second floor retains much of its original features including, of course, 
the famous graffiti for which this house is known.  The graffiti covers the walls of the three 
second-floor rooms but none survives on the first floor. The addition contains one room on the 
front of the house and a rear room with an interior finish that suggests a commercial use. The 
house is the only contributing resource. There are two modern, noncontributing sheds on the 
property, one metal and one frame.  No original or early outbuildings survive. 

Detailed Description 

The Graffiti House occupies a small open lot in the village of Brandy Station.  The house’s 
orientation to the railroad is characteristic of a period when railroads were the primary source of 
long-distance travel. The railroad also forms the southern boundary of the property. A narrow, 
two-lane road forms the northern boundary of the property. The primary entrance into the house 
is now the rear because of the access from this road.  The lot is open with the exception of 
several trees in the northeastern corner of the lot. There is a gravel driveway and parking area 
and two modern sheds on the western side of the property. A historical sign about the Battle of 
Brandy Station is located in the yard adjacent to the parking area. 

Exterior Details 

The house was constructed as a two-story, two-bay, frame dwelling with a double-pile, side-
passage plan. It has a hipped roof with bracketed cornice.  Sidelights and transom surround the 




























